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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PDIP, US, TW 

SUBJECT: REACTION TO SECRETARY'S ASIA SOCIETY SPEECH 

1. PRELIMINARY REACTION TO THESECRETARY'S SPEECH 
EXPRESSED PRIVATELY TO EMBASSY OEFICERS BY INFORMED PEOPLE 

IN AND OUT OF GOVERNMENT INDICATES THAT THEY ARE DISCOURAGED 
AND UNHAPPY. THIS GENERAL FEELING IS BRACKETED ON ONE 
EXTREME BY THOSE WHO FIND THE SPEECH GRATUITOUSLY INSULTING 
TO THE ROC, AND ON THE OTHER BY THOSE (MOSTLY OUT OF GOVERN- 
MENT) WHO SEE IT AS AN UNREMARKABLE EXPRESSION OF WELL- 
KNOWN USG POLICY. SO FAR, WE HAVE NOT HEARD ANYONE CLAIM 
THAT THERE WAS ANYTHING SUBSTANTIVELY NEW IN THE SPEECH. 

2. COMMENT: WE BELIEVE THAT NEGATIVE LOCAL REACTION TO 
THE SPEECH IS BASED MORE ON OBJECTIONS TO ITS STYLE 
THAN A PERCEPTION THAT IT HERALDS ANY IMMINENT CHANGE IN 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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US/ROC RELATIONS ALTHOUGH THE TOTAL IGNORING OE THE ROC IS SEEN 
AS A BAD SIGN OF THINGS TO COME. FOR FURTHER INDICATIONS OF THE 
LATTER MOST PEOPLE ARE WAITING FOR THE SECRETARY’S TRIP TO PEKING. 
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